
 Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 13 May, 2013

Between 7.50pm and 9.15pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present
John Hartshorne – Chair 
Val Corbett – Vice Chair

Gary Satchwell
Steven Farrell

 

In Attendance
Martin Chilvers – Clerk David Coulter,       Paula Gibson,     Rose Das

1. Apologies for absence
There were apologies from S. Robson and C. Austin 

2. Minutes of the last meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting, having been circulated, were accepted as a true record and signed by the 
Chair.

3. Matters arising
a) item 5a: EDF Compensation payment:  The Chair confirmed that a rearranged meeting with Community 
Foundation and EDF Energy was scheduled for 5 June.  He highlighted the set criteria that the Parish Council 
was required to follow and the original agreed split of the funding (£10,000 towards traffic calming, £5,000 
towards RTC and £3,000 towards the Children’s Play Area).  Ideas were still required from RTC for how to 
use the funds. 

b) item 5b: Pedestrian and traffic crossing in Otterburn: The Chair provided details of the meeting with local residents 
and Jim Long / Stefan Bell of NCC regarding the proposed crossing / traffic calming. It has transpired that 
due to the zig zags that are both sides of a crossing it will not be possible to locate one in the centre of the 
village due to the number of houses and access points as well as the bus stop.  Various ideas were discussed 
and Stefan agreed to develop these and with estimated costing in time for the next parish Council meeting on 3 
June.  

c) item 5d: Village tidy-up: Clerks Report was received and agreed. The Chair thanked the volunteers who helped.

d) item 8a: RTC Sports Centre meeting: Cllr Farrell reported he had spent some time up at the Sports Centre. A 
plumber from Morpeth had visited to inspect the heating system and reported that whilst some maintenance 
was required fundamentally it was sound.  It was reported that the ‘open’ meeting arranged for 11 May had 
been cancelled.  The new charity had however been set up and it remained for the existing Trustees to close 
down the old charity. It was agreed to contact RTC to establish how the Parish Council can help with 
arrangements for rearranging the cancelled meeting with Anne Lawson attending. 

e) item 8b: Parish Council elections: It was agreed the Clerk would circulate the Expenses return form for 
completion and send these to NCC on behalf of the Cllrs.

f) item 8d: Community Newsletter: The Clerk confirmed that the first edition of the Newsletter would be 
distributed by mid May under the title of ‘The Valley Redes’. A gmail account had been opened where people 
wishing to add articles could contact the committee. This was redevalleynews@gmail.com It was agreed that as 
the bank account had not as yet been set up the printing costs could initially be paid via Parish Council.

4. Finance
 a) Clerk’s salary and expenses for April, 2013: The Clerk’s claim for salary and expenses was agreed. It was 
recorded that the Clerk was assisting Corsenside Parish Council whilst their Clerk was away. It was agreed that 
if Corsenside were to pay Otterburn direct then the Clerks payment could be paid by Otterburn taking into 
account PAYE.

b) 2012-13 Annual Audit: The statement of Accounts and Annual Governance statement 2012-13 were agreed. 

c) Parish Insurance renewal: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed

d) Northumberland Association of Local Councils – Annual subscription: The payment of invoice was agreed.
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e) Bank account signing authority: It was agreed all Cllrs should have signing authority but maintain the need for 
two signatures on all payments.

5. Planning
a) 13/01171/FUL: New dormer roof construction, log cabin and garage: The Croft, Old Town Farm, Otterburn, NE19 1JZ: 
Following review of paperwork and discussion there was objection to the application. It was agreed to share 
with Cllrs Robson and Austin before responding to NCC.

6. New Business
a) Declaration of Acceptance of Office: The Cllrs present completed the paperwork and signatures were witnessed by 
the Clerk. The Clerk would arrange for Cllrs Robson and Austin to complete this in the next couple of days.  

b) Register of Members’ Financial & other interests: The Cllrs provided the completed paperwork and it was agreed 
the Clerk would collected the remaining papers from Cllrs Robson & Austin.  

c) Otterburn Mill Bridge weight restriction: Correspondence from NCC suggested the trial and proposed permanent 
weight restriction related to the weak bridge. Cllr Farrell advised he had been in contact with NCC who 
claimed the restriction was in fact a result of underground water pipe Otterburn side of the bridge that required 
repairing. There was concern over possible damage created by heavy lorries crossing the bridge but it was 
acknowledged the considerable expense of a detour around. It was agreed the Clerk would contact NCC for 
clarification.  

d) Plots of land at Willow Green / footpath: The Chair provided an update on the situation advising that following 
Mr Lynn’s attendance at the last Parish Council meeting a further on site meeting was held on 15 April. Ideas 
for the route of the footpath were discussed should the original route not be possible or practical. Meantime 
the Chair advised he had spoken to Jenny Green at NCC Planning on the matter. Unfortunately despite 
previous agreements by NCC it now appears now they will not be able enforce the development of the 
footpath. The suggestion was to negotiate the development and route with the land owner. It was suggested 
that with the NCC due to change the street lights over the next three years any new footpath could possibly 
have a couple of lights located along any agreed route.

e) Superfast broadband: There was some confusion from the communications received over the next stage of 
superfast broadband and it was agreed to monitor the situation. Following problems experienced by residents 
with the internet connection contact had been made with BT Open Reach. Reassurance has been given that 
the problem has now been resolved.

f) NNPA Sill Consultations:  The Chair reported he had attended the consultation at Rothbury on 7 May. He 
advised the that the project was to replace the existing facilities at Once Brewed with a landscape Discovery 
Centre and new YHA Youth Hostel that when complete should draw a lot of people into the area. 

g) NCC Mobile Youth Service Provision:  The Chair advised that this initiative appeared to have been received 
following meeting with PC Colin Heath and Michael Connelly of LMAPS. There should be some funding 
available for services such as this and the Clerk was asked to contact Michael for an update on developments.

h) Maintenance jobs in the Parish:  It was agreed that the Clerk would circulate the list of jobs identified from the 
previous year seeking comments / agreement from Cllrs. When a full list had been created there would be 
discussion as to the best way forward in approaching people interested in doing the work to provide a quote.

i) Millennium Green – summer activities:  It was agreed the Millennium Green was underused but at same time had 
become overgrown. Cllr Farrell advised he was planning to spend time soon to cut back the plants and move 
the Otter stone to make grass cutting easier. He suggested that there perhaps needs to be a meeting with the 
church regarding the entrance to both the green and church.

7. Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council

8. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm on 
Monday 3 June, 2013 at the Otterburn Memorial Hall.  This will follow the annual village inspection starting at 
6.30pm
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